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GunTLEMBN, 


J TAKE the liberty to .ndleefs the loin 


country upon earth, -E rather hope that the pre- 


cedent will never be pleaded 1 in * 


ing Narrative to you, becauſe 1 wiſh to be 
juſtified in the opinion of the profeſſion to which 
for many years I had the honour to belong. 

In the courſe of ſervice my caſe may be your 
own; but as the injuſtice which has been done 

to me is hitherto without an example in any 


< ä d ; * — — — 
CCC ˙ ns ain Sin. 2 = — — 


E 


In the preſent moment it is hardly to be ex- 


pected that the powerful hand, which has in- _ 
flicted the wound, will adminiſter the cure alſo; 0 
but ſuch is my confidence in the ultimate juſ- te 
tice of the Houſe of Commons, that I am con- Mm 
fident the time will come, when the calumny 1 
which now ſtands upon their Journals will be ch 
reſcinded, for ſurely I have a right to call that "0 
a calumny, which I have in vain called upon 

E to ſubſtantiate. It will not be ſaid, that - 
out of tenderneſs to me they have refrained to ö B 
commence a proſecution; ; when the buſineſs was 1, 
firſt opened by Mr. Francis, it ſeemed to be the m. 
_ general opinion that the whole matter ſhould be for 
C0! 


inveſtigated and reported by a ſelect Com- 
mittee to the Houſe. The Miniſter himſelf af- MW 2 


: firming that if I had done an improper act, which 1 for 
the r now exiſting could not reach, it was 5 bli 
a proper caſe for the averpolition! of Parliament. bel 
But upon a-re-confideration at the diſtance ofa 38-14 
fortnight, Mr. Pitt declared that his former opi- obe 
nion was erroneous. It will hardly be ſuppoſed Gr 
that an obſcure individual like myſelf could dh 
have influenced the opinion of Mr. Pitt in any HOP 
reſpect, and there was nothing I fo anxiouſly WM es 
withed for as a full HLQUITY into every part of 10 


my conduct. In the courſe of the debate it 
cer Bis * — 


Wo 


= 
, 


ſas 


| "T3 


was nn that by ordering Muſtapha Cawn 


to be put to death J had not been guilty of mur- ' 
der; it was alſo allowed that I had not commit= _ 
ted a miſdemeanour; yet at the preſent moment 
any gentleman who reads the 13th article of the 
= Impeachment of Mr. Hiftings; will find that 
5 the execution of Muſtapha Cawn i is denominated 
bf cruel and atrocious murder. 


There is one remark that fell from Mr. 
Burke which I have not anſwered in the follow- 
ing Narrative. He is pleaſed to fay, that upon 

my principles, if : a ſoldier was to be brought be- 
fore me for having g put to death, by order of his 

3 commanding officer, a priſoner who attempted - 
to eſcape, I muſt inſtantly releaſe him. I am 
forry that a man of common ſenſe ſhould be ſo 

blinded by prejudice, as to reaſon ſo unjuſtly. - Bs 

believe there is not an officer of the army Who | 
is not convinced that he muſt pay the ſtricteſt 
obedience to the laws, and that the military in 


Great Britain is in all ſituations ſubſervient to the 


civil power; but Ithink I can make the diſtinc- | 
tion between troops employed upon foreign ſer- 
vice in time of war and rebellion, and in Great 


Britain, either in war or peace, PUMA: intelli- 


gible even to Mr. Burke. 


ä : 1 find 


_ mg =" hens _—_ 2 
8 . * 
— — * 333 — 


i. 
I find by the evidence of Maj jor. G Ro- 


bertſon before the Houſe of Commons in 1779, 


that Sir William Howe took every method in 


his power to prevent his army from plundering 


in the Jerſeys and upon Long Ifland during the 


late war. The General adds, I faw ſeveral 
men who were hanged by Sir William Howe's 
orders for plundering. No member of the 
Houſe of Commons made an inquiry, whether 
the men who were put to death underwent any 
form of trial. Every officer knows that what 
Sir William ordered was ſtrictly conſonant to 
the uſage and practice of war; but if Sir Wil— 


liam had marched ten regiments through Eng- 


land, and had taken upon himſelf to ak ten 
men to be hanged for plundering a village in his 
5 preſence, the law would have denominated it 


| murder. 


From the ſtatement of my 4 by Mr. 
. Burke, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Francis, it might be 
concluded that I was in the center of a country 
in profound peace ſubje& to Britiſh laws, and 
with magiſtrates at hand to enforce them. But 


thoſe en had undoubted evidence In 
their poſſeſſion, that there never was a Britiſh 


magiſtrate in Oude; that the Nabob himſelf 


— — . LTD EEISESY — 


= . 5] 

was the fountain of juſtice ; ; that the Whole 
country had rebelled againſt the ſovereign, 
whoſe commands Fas ordered to obey, and 

the only channel through which I could receive 

them was my commanding officer, by whoſe 
poſitive orders I directed the ſentence paſſed by 

the Nabob upon — Cawn to * . 


into execution. 


[ have the honour to be, 
OO Ganrtanmx, 
Your moſt obedient 
? humble ſervant, 
3 8 D. WILLIAMS. 


= London, 
April a 1790. 
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NARRATIVE. 


| I AM. ie PE 11 the SOD OR, 1 feel 
wyſelf under, of obtruding che particulars 
of my caſe upon the public notice. I am con- 
ſcious, that I am not in my own perſon of im- 
portance ſufficient to merit the, attention of the 


public ; but as many people, particularly the mi- 


litary, may hereafter find themſelves involved i 


in circumſtances ſimilar to mine, it is hoped 
that a plain recital of facts will not be thought 
Aa preſumptuous obtruſion, Or be eſteemed 4 

worthy of a ſerious conſideration. I might ſay 

in addition to this, that a fair hacer; in ſo- 
ciety is one of thoſe eſſentials to human happi- 
neſs, that no man of honour or ſpirit would 
wiſh to exiſt without. 
8 1 I ſhall 


BE 


| I ſhall not treſpaſs on the time of my readers 
1 with a long hiſtory of my life, nor make my- , 
| elf the ſubject of a tedious detail, farther than 1 
| is abſolutely neceflary to the elucidation o the u 
5 preſent bulinels. v 
} J went to India a Cadet i in the ſervice of the 2 
| Company, in the year 1769, where I ſerved de 
with the perfect approbation of my ſuperiors 1. 
till the year 1781, when ] was appointed by the 1 

A Supreme Doumei at Fort William to the com- | * 


mand of a battalion of ſepoys i in the ſervice of ; 
the Vizier Nabob of Oude. Lieut. Col. Han- by 


an n that time commanding officer of = 
* dde 
Ares battalions belonging to the Nabob, one of 2 
| for 
which was put under che immediate command Hi 
| | my 
I of ara. : 

= tinc 
| deg 


11 is well known to all thoſe who have made 
- the; ſmalleſt inquiry into the affairs of India, 
chat in Sept. 1781, a rebellion broke out in the 


Province of Benares, owing to the confinement i 

| of Rajah Cheyt Sing. With the cauſe and ef- 2 

| fects of that rebellion, I have nothing to do, 1M, 
farther than to obſerve, that the contagion ſpread of 8 
to Gorack pore and Baharitch, two provinces * 


1 belonging to the Nabob, and adjacent to the 
{is | pro- * ; 


TS 


province * Benares. At the time of the break- 
ing out of the rebellion at Benares I was at 
Lucknow, where hearing of its dangerous tens 
dency, I haſtened to join my corps at Gungo- 
wah, in the diſtrict of Gorackpore. There L 
received orders to march with my detachment 
towards Benares, by way of Akberpore. I at- 
tempted it, but after two days march, 1 found 
it impoſſible to proceed by the route I was di- 
rected to purſue, and I therefore returned tomy 
former ſtation, with a deſign to proceed by ſome 
other road. In this 1 was again diſappointed f 


by the mutiny of the companies under my com- 
. mand, and conſequently obliged to abandon the 
of 


idea. During the time of the mutiny, I was 
fortunately joined by two other companies of , 
my battalion, which not having the ſame mu- 
tinous diſpoſition as the former, did in ſome 
degree reſtore order and obedience to autho- 


pe ey revert 
As 1 time I received cndadh Gow my 


him, and I reads marched on the 1 5th | 
of September for that purpoſe. In five days 1 
reached the town of "Gorackpore—Gorackpore 
ls the | ERA town of the diſtrict of the ſame _ 
8 5 name, 


0 * 


commanding officer, Colonel Hannay, to join - 


| name; and has a fort or ee Which was gar- 


riſoned by a ſmall party- from my batralion, 


This fort was conſidered as under my com- 
mand, though it was very uſual with Colonel 
Hannay to end orders to the Native Officer 
_ who immediately commanded, without paſſing 

ep as he regularly ſhould have done, through | 
At the above-mentioned fort were Kept! a 
e of priſoners, and among others was a 
man named Muſtapha Cawn. At the time I | 
took the command of my battalion | (which 
happened in March 1781) this man was de- 

livered over to me, by the officer I relieved, in 
, trons, and reported as under ſentence of -death. 
I cannot fay that I made any inquiry into the 
cauſe of his confinement or ſentence, farther 
than the general report, that he had been a no- 


torious zahler at the head of a large bandirti 


for many years ; that he had been proſcribed 
by the Nabob, with a large ſum offered for his 
head; and that being at laſt taken, he was ſen- | 


teuced to die for his crimes. This was a fact 


| notorious, and ſo little doubted, that I re- 


eeired the report (as all officers do upon re- 


 hHeving each other) as containing on 


official information. 


5 . 


aer 


itt | 


bed 
his 


ſen- 


fact 
re- 
re- 
table 


\ few 


> 
A few 1 before my rival at Gorackpore, 


the fort had been attacked by a large body of 


inſurgents, whoſe aim was to x6{ue the pri- 


ſoners. At the ſame time that the fort was at- 


tacked by an enemy without, the. priſoners 


within took up arms againſt the guards, which | 
obliged the Native Officer who commanded to 


put eighteen of them inſtantly to death. 


About this . Colonel Hannay, nba. 


bly foreſceing that there was great danger of 
Z Muſtapha Cawn's being 1 ew and our i I 
ſuch an event, the Rebels, ſtrengthened and en- 


couraged by his aſſiſtance, would be able o 
drive 1 Nabob's s troops out of the province, 


ſent a purwannah or order to the Native Officer, 
who commanded the fort at Gorackpore, to exe- 
cute the Nabob's ſentence upon the ſaid Muſta- 
pha Cawn. The Monſhey, or native ſecre- 
tary to the Colonel, who wrote the letter, by 
miſtake addrefſed the order to the wrong offi- 
eer, that is, to one who had not charge of 
the fort a 1 The Native Officer 


to whom the Order was addrefled; carried it to 
him to whom it ought to have been addreſſed, 


but the latter thought it adviſable to defer the 


execution of the 3 till he had informed | 


the Colonel of the miſtake, and received his far- 
3 cher 
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[ 12 Fl 
ther inſtruckions. In the mean time 1 arrived at 


Gorackpore, and took the immediate command 
of it upon — * 


Colonel Hannay, who bad heard of the mu- 
tiny of my detachment, and knew that I muſt 
| paſs by Gorackpore, wrote me ſeveral letters, po- 
ſitively commanding me to put to death Muſta- 
pha Cawn, in obedicnce to the Nabob's orders, 
and informing me of the great danger to which | 
the country would be expoſed, if "the priſoner 4 
5 ſhould eſcape. Of the danger I was perfectly 
ſenſible, nor had I a doubt of the priſoner's de- 
ſerving death ; for had he not been ſentenced to 
death yr the Nabob for paſt offences, he deſer- 
ved capital puniſhment for having killed A ſepoy 2 
. with his own hand, at the time the priſoners | 
; roſe upon che guard, as before related. 2 


Juſt” before his execution he * detected 
in the very act of writing letters to his friends, 
inſtigating them to attempt his reſcue. And on 
the very ty on which I ordered the ſentence to 
be executed, I received information that a body 
of his adherents were marching towards the fort, 


for the purpoſe he deſired, 


Under 


E 
Under theſe an publiſhed the or- 
ders of Colonel Hannay, and the ſentence was, 
as I have every reaſon to believe, executed ac- 


cordingly ; I uſe the word believe, becauſe I did 
not ſee it done, but it was reported to me by. 


the proper officer as done, and I had no reaſon 


to doubt it. I never ſaw Muſtapha Cawn in 
my life, nor had I any intercourſe with him. 
I ſaw bie name upon the written report, 
when I relieved my predeceſſor, and I if- 
ſued - the order I received from Colonel Han- 
| nay, without any perſonal knowledge that. 
ſuch a man exiſted. 8 


In this tranſaction, 1 Set myſelf as 
no ways reſponſible. I had nothing to do with 
the condemnation, nor the end, of the 
the priſoner: I was the mere channel of the 
Nabob's orders it was chance only that made | 
me that channel. Had the troops not mutinied 
had gone to Benares, to the aſſiſtance of the 
cer s troops, then employed in quelling 
of the rebellion at that place; but the execu- 
tion would have taken place notwithſtanding. 
Colonel Hannay ſeeing the neceſſity of execu- 
ting the ſentence, would have repeated his or- 
der 3 and when the miſtake Was rectified, the 


* Native, 


; Native Officer would have executed the ſen- 


of death. No perſon ever ſuggeſted an idex 
* the report being falſe. No officer can queſ- | 8 
tion the report of another, without ſome good M -. 
foundation to reſt on. I was told by Col. be 


I Joner. I could not doubt the official commu- hi 


„ 


; 

tence without remorſe or delay. | 

| 1 am free to | acknowledge, that, left to my . 
own inclinations, I had much rather have had no 1 
concern, directly or indirectly, with the death k 
of Muſtapha Cawn; but all carcumſtances con- I 
ſidered, I ſhould certainly, after the matureſt : f 
reflection, act in the ſame manner again. The 
man was delivered over to me under ſentence 5 


ü  Hannay, that be had an order, or purwannah, * W 
from the Nabob, for the execution of the pri- © 


nication of my Commanding Officer; but had © 
he ſent me the original purwannah from the Arc 
Nabob, I muſt have taken it on truſt,” for | ha 
could not have read it. I was well aware, int 
that as I was obliged to march to join Col. tu 
. Hannay, |S could not take the priſoner with 5 
me, becauſe of the danger, I may ſay cer- US 
tainty, of his being reſcued. In addition to 1 
the poſitive and repeated orders of my ſuperior, for 
1 15 other ſtrong reaſons for what I did—1 my 
mean, 


1 


1 


1 6 1 


mean, the ſafety of myſelf and the detachment 


under my charge, together with near two thou- 
fand inhabitants of the country, who ſought 


protection from our arms, as is ſtated in my 
affidavit, made ſoon after the fact happened. 


1 could have no ſcruples of conſcience with 
reſpect to the criminal conduct of the priſoner : 
his depredations upon the Nabob's diſtricts 
were as notorious in that country as the Pre- 
tender's invaſion was in this. 


It may be faid, the Nabob ought not to pro- 


ſcribe a rebel, and yet we Kube the pretender 
Was proſeribed by the government of this coun- : 
try. It may be ſaid, "ir the priſoner ſhould 
have had a fair trial I cannot ſay that he had 
or had not. He was delivered over to me in 
irons, and under ſentence of death. It would 
have been unpardonable preſumption 1 in me to 


interrogate Colonel Hannay, or the N abob, Er 
ſuch a ſubject. . 


| | Notwithſtanding there exiſted no 1 why - 
I ſhould obſtruct the execution of the ſentence, 

for 1 deny the immediate execution thereof by 
myſelf, yet the natural averſion I have to acts of 


cruelty, | would have inclined me to ſpare him 
ſo 
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7 Native Officer would have. exccuted. the ſen· 


* 
2 a "a> — toes 


of death. 


* 14 1 


tence without remorſe or delay. 


5 Jam, Hos: to pee that, left to my | 
; own inclinations, I had much rather have had no 
concern, directly or indirectly, with the death 
of Muſtapha Cawn; but all circumſtances con- 
ſidered, I ſhould certainly, after the matureſt 
reflection, act in the ſame manner again. The 
man Was delivered over to me under ſentence L 
= No perſon ever ſuggeſted an idea 
of the report being falſe. No officer can queſ- | 
tion the report of another, without ſome good 
foundation to reſt on. I was told by Col, 
Hlannay, that he had an order, or purwannah, 
|. from the Nabob, for the execution of the pri- 
ſioner. I could not doubt the official commu- | 
1 nication of my Commanding Officer; but had 
he ſent me the original purwannah from the 
Nabob, I muſt have taken it on truſt, for I 
I was well aware, 
that as I was obliged. to march to join Col. 
Hannay, I could not take the. priſoner with | 
me, becauſe of the danger, I may fay cer: | 
tainty, of his being reſcued. In addition to 
the poſitive and repeated orders of my ſuperior, 
. _ other ſtrong reaſons for, what I did—]1 
7 2 por 8 mean, 


could not have read it. 


"TY 1 
mean, the ſafety of myſelf and tlie Kracknetie 
under my charge, together with near two thou- 
fand inhabitants of the country, who ſought 
Protection from our arms, as is ſtated in my 
affidavit, made ſoon after the fact happened. 5 
1 could have no ſeruples of conſcience with 
reſpect to the criminal conduct of the priſoner: E 
his depredations upon the Nabob's diſtricts 
were as notorious in that eountry as the * 
tender” + invaſion was in this. ge, 


I Ik may be faid, the Nabob Sankt not to pro- 8 
5 ſcribe a rebel, and yet we know the pretender 00 


* was proſcribed by che government of this coun- 


1 1 


try. It may be ſaid, that the priſoner ſhould | 
have had a fair trial—I cannot fay that he had 
or had not. He was delivered over to me in 
trons, and under ſentence of death. It would f 


have been unpardonable pre ſumption in me to i} 


interrogate Colonel Hannay, « or "ip 1 abob, upon 5 
ich, a HO Pen 


3 a exiſted | no PLL why | 
2 ſhould obſtruct the execution of the ſentence, 
for 1 deny the immediate execution thereof by 
myſelf, yet the natural averſion I have to acts of 
cruelty, would have inclined me to ſpare him 
ſo 


„ 
. Native Officer would. have executed the ſen 
tence without remorſe or delay. | 


5 


e x, to acknowledge, that, left to my 5 
own inclinations, I had much rather have had no 
concern, directly or indirectly, with the death 
of Muſtapha Cawn; but all circumſtances con- 
ſidered, I ſhould certainly, after the matureſt 
| reflection, act in the ſame manner again. The 
man was delivered over to me under falten 
of death. No perſon ever ſuggeſted an idea 
of the report being falſe. No officer can queſ- 
tion the report of another, without ſome good 
foundation to reſt on. I was told by + 
Hlannay, that he had an order, or purwanimah, 
from the Nabob, for the execution of the pri- 
ſoner. I could not doubt the official commu- 
nication of my Commanding Officer; but had 
he ſent me the original purwannah from the 
Nabob, I muſt have taken it on truſt, for 1 
could not have read it. I was well aware, 
* that as I was obliged to march to join Col. 
UF Hannay, J could not take the priſoner win 
1 me, becauſe of the danger, IT may fay cer: M 
tainty, of his being reſcued. In addition to 
the poſitive and repeated orders of my ſuperior, 
1 — —— drang reaſons for what I did 
mean, 


2 .- _ — — 
* 5 ' an, 2 — 3 
— — — * * = _ #3 F up ; % 5 — _ fa —— 
2 — e * _— 2232 = 1 < 
bt, N * SY Ns "$999... . — 2 2 A . x a w_ * — * 
„ . 1 — FIRE . * : "= 
— Fe * 5 SY MERGE 2 . 8 8 4 = 1 
* „ ve - l ö _ a 0 0 
— — 1 — d Fe N — =— — — — K — * 
— - * g * 2 n 
g 4 w_ _, * — 
2 . 


AF 
ODE pr WH Rt — 
2 * — 
. . 
—_— —— 


rr 
— — 2 


r PIE Ir Ac 
4 Lat — 
— 


= ee oe e * * - — 

a "x. : % — ” vs 
RET Yon I Gaed 7 LPN r — 
r outs 
e — 1 = a gene — —— 

„ 


PPP 
e — 


n 
rr 


* 
„„ ANY a Af ae42 
: — 


2 r 
* 


a 1 

mean, che ſafety of myſelf FE) the detachment 
under my charge, together with near two thou- 
And itlhabitanrs of the country, who ſought 
protection from our arms, as is ſtated in my 
affidavit, made ſoon after the fact happened. 
I could have no ſeruples of conſcience with 
reſpect to the criminal conduct of the priſoner: 
his depredations upon the Nabob's diſtricts 
were as notorious in that country as the _ 
tenders invaſion was in this. 


P — 


1 may be ald, the Nabob cg not to pro- 
5 bende a rebel, and yet we know the pretender 
I Was proſcribed by the government of this coun- 
try. It may be ſaid, that the priſoner ſhould 5 
have had a fair trial—] cannot ſay that he had 
or had not. He was delivered over to me in 
_ ous, and under ſentence of death. It would 
1 have been unpardonable preſumption in me to 
3 interrogate Colonel Fanny, or the N abob, 5 5 
5 ſuch 2 Miieck. 


Noetväthſadiag ü hes it no gs why 5 
1 ſhould. obſtruct the execution of the ſentence, 
for 1 deny. the immediate execution thereof by 

= myſelf, yet the natural averſion I have to acts of 


cruelty, would have inclined me to ſpare him 
ſo 


* 4 1 
| Si] 
\ 1 


— 


— - - 
" 9 -. — * * 
— - — - = 9 a as t - 
* — 1 9 1 x —— — 
- w 4 * N = - 4 - Ro . — 1 5 —_— by 
* * — — — — au — —— — — r . wt," xt 2 =Y „ — 5 I ; I - : * =. £ : 
. 5 T Eg Rey ora — * - 8 Gs . — -  tbngs—<ofiar . 
4 — * — — 8 — —— r „% · 1 ³ „ „ 8 8 > 2 — 3s, — ey 2 OS.” 4 
* a — — n 8 < the * * * 11 — 3 i 46. SM IRS. + Ys! 4 = A 5 = 2 2 a = thee 
© 1 2 * - „ 2 3 5 5 8 N. 2 * 7 * * 
> * ** * 4 of F 2 c O- A - . = = : - 5 
— „ * a * W N Y 4 2 * * 2 > > . Goo 2 3 — — — — _ < by * = 
— N 2 Pg — 2 „ oe; 2 — S>. = +: 1 — : Ns Sale et —— 2 — —— - - 
12 — —— 3 5 * * A bs 6 
4 r 's * 
: — a : 8 = — * 2 
— 2 8 * N 22 717 —— 
4 2 ee RE 4 b 


G0 «I np 


. gods: oi ²— ———— —˙² Hs v7 
L . 


„ IG. — 
Onan. "IM 


— 


od 


L 


16 * 


2 = = * * —_ 
— N - — — 7 — — — _— 
4 - 
* 
* 


— — — 5 


iii his own name. 


- i far 48 to have delivered him over to Colonel 


Hannay, whom I was about to join; and this 


J certainly ſhould have done, had I not been 

| well aſſured of the impoſſibility of effecking 
* without the loſs of many lives, and, perhaps 
of the. whole, detachment. 
Uke conſiderations induced me to give cur- 

rency to e Nabob's orders. 1 


* „ 1 


The foregoing is 2 true flatement of the 
Ty, tranſaftion. : 


— 


. now remains . me to give > fore ac- 7 
count of the means whereby it came forward 
ta public notice. Mr. Burke, to whoſe 3 afſi- 

duity we owe the preſent impeachment, in 1 
examining various manuſcripts and public do- 
cuments, reſpecking the affairs of India, found 

the ſtory « detailed. in part in an affidavit, made 

by. that very Native Officer, who, as“ have 
already ſtated, deferred executing. the ſen⸗ 
tene, a the warrant was not made out 
. This man being called on 
by Mr. Middleton, in conformity to Mr. Haſ- 


2 


tings' 5 requeſt, to ſtate all he knew reſpecting 


= rebellion and inſurrection in the provinces, 
related the ſtory of the attack made on the fort 


of Gorackpore, of the prifoners who roſe on 


FO SP. his 


. Theſe, and fuch | 


5 
a 


Yi i i HH ow 4s 


t. 17 1 85 
"bis guard, and were put to death, and ie 
warrant being ſent for the execution of Muſtas 
pla Cawn, of his objecting to the miſnomer, 
and of my arrival, and ordering the Nabob's 
purwannah to be obeyed. Theſe circumſtances 


among others, were attentively peruſed by 155 \ 
: Burke, 4. b 


1 the meaſure of criminality, made uſe of this 


_ tings acted corruptly in appointing Britiſh offi- 
ters to the command of the Nabob's batteries; 
that is to ſay, he endeavoured to make Mr. 
5 Haſtings reſponſible for the miſdeeds of all the : 
gentlemen that WETE in the Nabob's ſervi wes - 
zecordingly, the 13th article of impeachment 5 
contains theſe worde. 5 7 


-; And, on the 5th of Ieptaniie, a” all : 
| « the Zemindars, great and ſmall, and all the 


of many thouſands, and ſeveral others from | 
| the adjacent diſtricts, being provoked at. the, 
5 cr uel and unjuſt captivity of the ſaid bol: 5 
tages, or other inhabitants, did raiſe a ge- 

3 „ 4 


are related at length in the affidavit, which, 


That 3 2 3 of filing up > 


: information, in order to ſhew the court, and, 
[ ſuppoſe, the public at large, that Mr, Haſs, 


inhabitants of Gorruckpore, to the number 
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3 era Auſurts cle and did attack the fort | 
«gf Gorruckpore, in which a native Subal- 
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© tern Officer under the ſaid Hannay, called 


„ Alhad Sing, did command, in order to re- 
4 leaſe the inhabitants impriſoned therein; and 
2 on pretence, that during the faid attack, a 
„ ſoldier had cried out, that the hoſtages or 
66 inhabitants aforeſaid had begun an attack 
« upon him, the ſaid officer, although the ſaid. 


FY . captives : were unarmed, did give Nati or- 


* ders to put them all to the Tod; which 
2 «violent and barbarous order the ſaid ſol- 
* dier did ſet himſelf to obey, and did actu- 
ally ſtrike off the heads of eighteen of the 
. captive inhabitants, and throw them over | 
0 the walls of the fort, having alſo wounded 
7 ſeveral others. And a few days after a vic- 
"OG? tory had been obtained over the people ma- 
« king the inſurrection as aforeſaid, the ſaid 
Hlannay, inſtead of any inquiry into the ne- 
ceſſity of the barbarous act aforeſaid, commit- 
ted by an officer under his command, or en- 
= deavouring, by lenient meafures, to reconcile 
3 the perſons whoſe friends had been ſlaugh- 
68” tered, he did, in cold blood, ſend a written 
A order to 7 Cawn, another officer, 


RIG or other perſon under him, giving directions 
RE YT RD. CP EO gt "Ut 2.79 1 con- 


ply 


ES 


till the arrival of Capt. David Willams, at 


Gorruckpore, when the ſaid David Wil⸗ 
liams, or ſome other Engliſh officer, did, 
in execution of the ſaid bloody and arbitrary 


order, without any form or proceſs, and in 
cold blood, direct and cauſe to be put to 


death the ſaid Rajah. Muſtapha Cawn: 
And the ſaid cruel and atrocious murder, 


&c. 


Dx 


if not, 


concerning a 1 perſon, of great rank, emi- 15 
nence, nd. conſideration in the country, 
called the Rajah Muſtapha Cawn, purport- 
ing, that if the ſaid Rajah Muſtapha Cawn 
had been put to death, it was well; 
do ſtrike off his head, or words or directions 
4 to that effect: and the ſaid Munawar Cawn, 
ſhocked at the ſaid inhuman and wicked 
order, did decline obedience thereto, and 
did ſhew the ſame to the very officer Who 
© before had committed the terrible ſlaughter 
aforeſaid : yet the ſaid officer, who appears 
to have been. of a ſavage and bloody diſpoſi/ 
1 tion, did, however, . from the execu- 
tion of the ſaid order, and declared that he 
would write to the Colonel (meaning the 
ſaid Hannay) on the ſubject, as the order 
was not expreſsly directed to him. And the 
ſaid order did remain without execution, | 


— 


. : 7 
1 
1 
. ? S373: 
All © ih 
| | 


* 
— — "= . * — * a ee ard Duro oa 2 3 
FT Et. IE — _———_——— 
3 _ „ a EY . 
— CR * 


> p * — % ” — 4 2 2 * 2 
N N l R be n >; 3 : 8 E 
* fry 3 . r n n 35 * 5 eee E. wes an 
8 * 2 — 8 32 Mn: — 93 RA VIS 22 1 >” 
<a n+ r — Gar; — * = 1 
— US > ets A 11 Ie - - 


4 N 2 


* 
mA — — « 
e Ir A es 
r e 
—— . WE n EE. 
* n P 3 — „ 
2 — KK © rig "_ = 


„ ⁵˙»»Kͤ „ 8 
—— K ar 


4 i 
LON 
r 1 i. 
r 
— — 
— 


5 — A Ry 
2 4 
2 wy, —— — Ne 
= 4 * a 
2 8 - FL IS 


——— ti dre uo ny — 


42. 106 . — —— — 2 
— * — —.— 
its A „r "2 


ol " = Py 
_ ” 

pot a ot ge” 

|” — — 
—— — 


* 


— — 
—— Ae 


7 2 * 2 
=. aww — — 33 _ 
5 — pb =. 2 


* 20 = 

1 All the information which Mr. B. could 
| 4 | 3 Panty have to ſupport the matter contained 
[7 | in [the above article, is the affidavit of Alaud 
1 "Oe hien e Wie . 
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WE #6 I had eme whder my 8 in the Fan of >" | 
|. {KL rackpore, one hundred and fifteen Burgomauls, inha- . 
| 0 
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3 bitants of Surwaur. On the 1 5th of Ramzan, the 
| ce Rajah of Gorackpore, the Zemeedars of Oulooleh, 

| © Bethouly, &c. &e. great and ſmall; likewife all the 
| < inhabitants of Gorackpore, with ſix thouſand Match- 
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cc locks, and great numbers of country people, armed 
4 1 « With clubs, at- four gurries of the night ſurrounded 
i I © the fort, and made an attack by ſurpriſe; but the 
0 c« Sepoys on guard : at the baſtions were awake ; they be- 
Winn ic gan to fire, and an action immediately followed. See- 
1 1 « ing that the country people were in great numbers, | ha 
1 went to each of the baſtions, and encouraged the * 0 
1 « Sepoys, and called them to. me in the body of the 
1 | & place, and formed them together. I left a Havildar : TM 
117 c ard ten Sepoys at the Rung Mahul, to protect the 12 
t baggage, but it was night-time —the country people 17 1 
made an aſfault with ladders, and entered the fort, and 4 
A dotl. parties fought, reſolutely. At this time they W © | 
| © placed ladders againſt the inner fort, towards the wh 
. ce South, and entered upon the baſtion: 1 ſeized an ad. MW © 
145 &« vahtageous opportunity (attacked) and killed ſeven- er g 
| ce teen of the enemy on the baſtion, and wounded Teve- fe w 
3 ral others. About half after ten at night they made 5.1 
can attack upon the Weſtern baſtion, As there was a ff tl 
& ſtraw chupper on that baſtion, I took ſhelter under it, 0 
| q N and threw down, with all wy force, a part of the brick 

Wilt | . e s bat- 
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much Mr. B, I; diſtorted the ſenſe of the 
| | 1 affida- 


5 


4 battlement on the enemy, by which four of Sire 
% killed ; one other fell by a muſket ball, and they re- 
« tteated. A third time, about three o'clock in the 
Wi morning, the country people raiſed a great ſhout, and 
. attacked us again: I was then engaged on the inner 
be fort baſtion ; 3 Seubunfe Havildar was poſted, with 
73 twelve Sepoys, to guard the Burgomauls; 5 they ruſhed 

ec upon him in a body, and Seubunſe called out to me 

* in a loud voice, that the Burgomauls had attacked 

Fc him. I gave him orders to put them all to the ſword: 
« he inſtantly truck off the heads of eighteen Burgo» 
t mauls, and threw them out, and he wounded ſeyeral | 

ec others. T7 he morning now broke, and J entertained 
« a hope that the enemy would fly, and that the people 


te of the town would certainly join me; but the coun- 


. try people, the Fougedar, &c, were all united with 
ce the Rajah; they lifted up their arms, and ſaid, The 5 
& Doway® of the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan, and the 


„ Begum, has ſpread through the country; for the 


4. Kajah Cheit Sing has deſtroyed all the Engliſh, and 
« letters have come to the Rajahs to put the dependents | 


« of the Engliſh to the ſword, wherever they may 
e be found; and he ſaid, Where will they go? the 


64 country is mine; I am a Bhonear Rajah, how long 
te will they be able to oppoſe me ” In. ſuch diſcourſe 


* two gurries of che morning had paſſed away. From 


6 the Eaſtern to the Weſtern gate, within the Mahul, 


if The acclaination of 8 to the fovereign power. 


cc they | 


The Reader will, here obſerve, how very 
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. affidavit.—1 would aſk any man, whe reads the 
_| = we, of Alaud Sing 87 if they can poſlibly war- 


rant 
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4 they farrounded the i inner fort. on all Gides, "ry the 
« action was renewed. We continued engaged for five 
„ pahr (fifteen hours) with the enemy, without taſting 
| | « either food or water. At this time, Furhaud Beg came 
1 from the Rajah Bhonea, to make propoſals, of which 
"5... informed me by one of my people. The Havil-⸗ 
| 4 dar Superſaud ſaid, Perhaps the Rajah has ſent 

| | Figs 0 him to ſupport us; no matter, let him be called; "i - 
ES: 6 1 ſent for him, and he came up to the gate of the 
inner fort, and when he ſaw me, he ſaid to me, © You 
1 i «6 have no maſters, the Engliſh are all killed, and the Oe | 
„ 6e“ Jonel and Mr. Gordon are confined by the Begum.“ 
1 gave him inſulting language in reply to this, and 
l Hh. | . « told him to tell this ſtary to the Sepays who were 
Will vhs « with me; and he did repeat it with a loud voice to 
1 1 the Sepoys, and ſaid to them, « You have no maſ- 
ders, give up the Burgomauls, that they may enter 
1 5 | into the Rajah's ſervice, or go where they think pro: 
, 44 per.) In reply we ſaid, The good fortune of our 
17 maſters is on our ſide, and 9 Eon we have life we will 
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1 « fight; and we will not give up the Burgomauls,” = OW « 
q 4 « this juncture Selamut Khan, Jemmadar of Grenadiers, — 
1 995 55 
L 7 * with nine Sepoys, unexpectedly arrived in the town be 
„from Nerownah. My people from the inner fort ſaw BY 


that a company bad arrived near to the 149 9 
bil 3 Chubbootree; they gave a loud ſhout, and ſaid, A 
(If « company of Grenadiers is arri ved from Kunkooa; 
5 _ and their ſpirits were raiſed; and we opened the gate bf 
pi 10 of the fort, and Sheen Chan joined us. The bra- 

j 35 | 44 very 


"T9 ) 
rant Mr. B. in ſaying, that the priſoner was 
never tried? The ns ep related juſt what 

F occurred 


« yery and reſolution of Selamut Khan are not -to be 
. deſeribed. When the enemy beheld the arrival of Se- 
CY « lamut Khan Jemmadar, they turned their faces to 
gc flight. I purſued them with my people through the 
. BU © Weſtern gate, and many of the enemy were killed and 
. e wounded, and numbers were killed, and numbers were 
y os! drowned in the river; and, by the blefling of God, 
e woe obtained the victory. I returned into the fort, þ 
* and immediately ſecured Ferhaud Beg, and Fyz-oolla 
- «© Beg, who had come to make propoſals about the 
* is Burgomauls. | I wrote an account of the whole of 
d 4 this affair to the Colonel and to the Captain.“ After 
e a few days, an order came from the Colonel to Mun- 
-- nowur Kahn, direQing, that if the Rajah Muſtapha 
„ Cawn had been put to death, well; if not, ſtrike off 
„ his head. Munnowur Khan ſhewed me the order. 
1 ſaid; * © The order is not written to me, I wilt 
«© write to the Colonel on the ſubject.“ And it was 5 
“ underſtood from the country people, that the Captain 
was marching towards Banaris; (but) that the grena- 
« dier Sepoys had mutinied, and demanded their pay: 
« that the Captain gave them three months pay, and 
« propoſed to them to march with him to Banaris. The 
& vepiys all anſwered, that they would go to Bun- 5 
„ gulla, and deliver up their arms at the gate of the 
9 Begum; in conſequence of which, the Captain was 
obliged to give up his intentions of going to Banaris, 
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occurred to kinks » or 7 what he thought lend 
to * ſubjef, he. 30a, deſired to elucidate, 


55 tio Had 
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te and return to Gorackpore; and he gave orders, that 
„ the head of Muſtapha Cawn ſhould be ſtruck off 
t and he Was beheaded accordingly ; and a proelama- 
* tion was made through the town, that thoſe who were 
E guilty of ſuch crimes would meet with the ſame pu- 
 niſhment, The Captain halted for ſome days, and 
„é brought up grain for the Sepoys. At this time; 
8 60 the brother of Soobaun Sing, Pulwaun Sing, with a 
ce thouſand matchlocks, and others, country people, 
% were at Gorackpore; and they raiſed an outcry, and 
* ſaid, that the Engliſh ſhould not remain in the town, 
4 and they prepared for action; ſo the Captain croſſed 
“ the Raubty. A bullock man belonging to the artillery, 
© who returned into the town to buy fodder, they put to 
„ death. Marching from thenee in four days, the Cap- 
© tain arrived at Baunſy. The Ranny of Baunſy came 


de to ſee him, but her ſon prepared for hoſtilities ; he 


« ſaid, * They haye ſtruck off the head of our Rajali 
“ at Gorackpore, and I will be revenged.“ We march- 
| - ed from thence; and the Rajah of Bulrampoor, with 

* his people, had thrown up an intrenehment acrofs 


« the road; and he ſaid, © It is the Begum's orders, 


te that you ſhall not march by this road.“ With the 
_E greateſt hazard and caution we marched from thence, 
« and arrived at Koonda, and the ae yore retired 


64 ants the fort. | 
f Thisis a true account io have ſet forth; 


— 


* AHLAUD SING“ 


In 


WE, TD 
Had ih affidavit been the reſult of a firing of 


. queſtions, it is probable he would have been 
aſked reſpecting the trial; 


for the priſoner was under ſentence of death 


when he relieved the former garriſon at Go- 
rackpore; but whether the ſentence was paſſed 
by a Court of Juſtice, or by the Nabob him- 
neither could Alaud 
Sing give the leaſt account as to what paſſed 7 
between the Nabob and Col. Hannay. Poſſi- 
| bly, were the former to be examined, or were 
the latter living to give an account of the tranſ- 
action, it "aight turn out very different from 
what is at preſent ſuppoſed. It is poſſible that 
the Nabob, after hearing of the attack on the 5 
fort of Gorackpore, might order Colonel Han- 


ſelf, he could not tell; 


nay to execute a ſentence which had been de- 


when he muſt have 
anſwered, that he knew nothing of the matter, 


. ll 
2 
* * * * 
7 . 
— : * * 2 
; 7% 
*t Y hey 1 o 


layed for ſome reaſons, known only to them- : 


ſelves. I do not give this as a fact, but as 8 
ſtrong probability only; but. at any rate, to Wo 
| infer that no trial, form, or ptoceſs took place, © 
becauſe Ahiud Sing did not mention 7 0 is ab- 


ſurd in the higheſt degree; for as I have ſhewn, 
Alaud Sing dtd know nothing of it, nor if 


he had, a it have been a faik inference to 
ſay, that his not mentioning the. circumſtance 


was a proof that it never happened. In like 


N manner, - 


: 
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manner, the article fays, that Alaud Sing gave 


orders to put the hoſtages to death, on pre- 


tence that a foldier cried out during the attack 
of the fort, that they (the boltages) had at- 


tacked the guards. Now I wiſh any man to 


read the affidavit, and then fay, if- Mr. B. is 
warranted j in faying, that the order was founded 
in 4 bretence only. A very ſuperficial reading 
muſt convince any one, that the article above 
h quoted is very diſſimilar to the affidavit from 
which it is extracted. With Mr. Burke the 1 
, not mentioning of a fact, by a man who had not 
even the means of knowledge, is a proof that 
the fact never happened, and a matter of fac 
| verified by an oath is converted into a fiction 
or pretence. Were I to judge of other allega- 
tions by this, 1 ſhould not think much of their 


N foundation. 


| Aout two years ſince, when I x came 
acquainted with the contents of the foregoing 

article, I felt myſelf extremely hurt rg the 
unjuſt. accuſation, and ſhould have applied to 
parliament” immediately for redreſs, had I not 


entertained a hope of expläining the tranſaction, 


and refuting the calumny upon my being ex- 
amined at "the bar i in Weſtminſter Hall. At 
5 that time I was in daily attendance on the 


5 Court, 


F Me ee i id 


an 


tS1 


Coutt, in bete of a ieee from 


the Lords, at the requeſt of the managers. 
My hopes were diſappointed, and J returned 

' into Wales, under an aſſurance that E ſhould 
be called on the defendant's fide in a very 


ſhort time. It happened ſome months ſince, 


that a gentleman of my acquaintance under- 


took to write, for the uſe of ſome private 


friends, an elucidation of the impeachment, 
which was afterwards made public. In the 
courſe of the publication, the work was at- 
tacked with much acrimony by ſome ano- 
nymous writer, who, in one of his letters, 
made uſe of my name, and repreſented me as 
a man undeſerving of credit, on account of 
the Houſe of Commons having voted me guilty t 


of murder, 


"Rs 


This attack upon my San was made 


in the Gazetteer. The paper was ſent to me 
in Wales, where 1 conſulted ſome profeſ- 
ſional men, on the propriety of fueing the 
printer : the proſecution Was diſcouraged, and 
I therefore found it incumbent upon me to 


bring the buſineſs to a public examination. 


Conſcious of my own innocence, x. courted |. 
an Inquiry, for I knew not fear: 1 drew a 


E Sa N 


. 2 — R n 
> 


* ovgy 
"a 


REGOtS or eo thy ng en eter 
wo A % pl N hq 3 — 


322 


- 3 — 
* . 
Wa... <6 


OC 22 — 


— N 
R 


. 
7 
— 2 
* T5 - wy 2 
ww > — 


„ os” * 
— 0 — 


N oregt 
— 
— 


he $2.2 PPE 
— — — — — „ ů — _ PRESS. — s - 5 „ E 8 — 
— 4 iv * * - —_—— - OO EE ING 2 * a * „„ — — —975 4 — _— 32 "AM 
— 4 - £” — N 3 ; »- — n —— * x * " — Tue 8 1 iy hats > * — 
2 * > * * 5 x * * ** . y 

1 a Wins ox ig * e WADI aye 5 . r et? Pike P Bag : — 8 — 

* ; 4 4 Pris 4 Wd n ” RY a s 2 3 pr 8 — — N — 4 
: by . —. - _— —_— * , — a p — — Wu a nts m__ 2 * * 


. . Een: HE; edn oro art I eter ee and ty 2ode IS 
A 


* 
* 


3 n OT D RE LS 4 7 
—.— — — N — 8 2 r 
2 — > oo" 8 = 1 uit. we - q 
2 — 5 — 3 — ? 
4 —— aa T7. > 4 _— - * * } 
* 


— 
— 


—— 


S 

N 6 I Wo b 
. gee diag a 
— 4 - — 


Ss 
— . - 4 
. 


m 
: SITS — =" 2 


— 2 
— 


oy It —— ͤ— vt" aye 
nap Don AI A — FE: 
r 8 — 

9 


Bog rn noe ˙ 0 
— . — - 


RES —-V— — SIE 
wm r -P 
— — Green 


rr 
0 * wa So _ — — * = * * 85 


— 


3 ts 
bo - * » 
—— — — A 4 
w — 4 2 


28 1 


petition, ad tes Major Scatt to preſent 
it to the Houſe of Commons for acceptance, 
| hs prayer was for an inquiry into my con- 


duct. I went down to the Houſe, and wass 
told by many members that the petition would {| 
be received, . 
that Mr. Pitt would vote for receiving it. I 
Mr. Francis was the firſt member who ſpoke 
immediately after Major Scott's introduction. 


It was in general underſtood, 


| [Before I proceed to take further notice. of 


the ſeyeral ſpeeches made by Mr. Francis, and 
other gentlemen, upon the preſent ſubject, I 
muſt throw myſelf upon the clemency of the 
Houſe of Commons. 
is very wrong in any perſon, without doors, 
to animadvert on the ſpeeches made in the 
5 Senate —it may, probably, be conſtrued into 
a breach of privilege ; but, I truſt, all who 
read this will have the goodneſs to recolle& 
the peculiar ſituation in which 1 now ſtand— 
I have been accuſed of murder, in the articles 
c impeachment voted by the Houſe of Com- 
maons againſt Mr. Haſtings—1 have been re- 


I am ſenſible that * 


proached and vilified in the public papers—1 


have ſought redreſs by petition, and my peti- 
tion has been rejeted—I have endeayoured, 


by application through Mr. Francis, to obtain 
a * 5 


—— 


anſwered. 


. 


CY parliamentary 1 inquiry into my conduR, and 


that inquiry has been rejected alſo. The 


ſpeeches of the ſeveral members, who ſpoke on 
both theſe occaſions, are publiſhed in all the 
15 newſpapers, and circulated all over the king- 
dom, The article which imputes to me the 5 
horrid crime of murder, ſtands upon the re- 
cords unreſcinded, and unaltered. Under theſe 
ircumſtances, I appeal to the feelings of 
every man in the kingdom, whether I can, 
without a manifeſt and irreparable injury to 
myſelf, ſuffer what has been publiſhed to the 
world, as the ſpeeches of certain members of _ 
| Parliament, to 0 forth uncontradicted or un- 
It is true, I was in the gallery 
5 during every debate on this buſineſs, and,-as 
far as my memory ſerves me, the accounts in 
the papers are correct; but if any member 
denies having ſaid what 1 is attributed to him by 5 
theſe papers, I wiſh to haye 1 it conſidered, that 
I am animadverting on what is imputed to 0 
him, * than on what he really” did 


| 1. 5 


— — 


i Francis began, wa declaring bs in- 


: tention to fay ſtrong and perſonal things he wh 


made uſe of much invedtive, and many expreſ- 


ſions, which were very unfounded, and I may 


. 
- 2 r.. — * 
„re 


— 0 5 — n 4 * 
1 NR as £22; — y ak * K 1 « 
a #25%.-2", V a * 4 — gems al He. 
* c katie 5 Le * 
—— — — — — — 


— . LE 7˙¾ . ns ed 
3 5 . — x _ £34 — ͤff— — 

—_ ” . — I Ie - "oe _—_- 
= : « 8 


ads - * ul —— 
E 


— 
„ „ I 


ne EI 
ne" — 
ae 6 GE 


„ nt _— 
Le nd (AY 
++ * 
1 — — 
= A? 2. * 


* 
1 
4 
11 
* 
* 
aj 
1 
7 
LOS 
834 
+ 
1 
* V. 
YA 
i257 
"4 
EC 
2.58 
75 
4 
10 


— I Se 
ai 2 


5 OI 
* —— —— RX 
e 


. PEER — 
1 Xa; 5 acy a> 


— 


— 


co tho I * TC 
A —— — — — - = 
— # 


. 
- 


— 


Cd ads” 


+ > i 2 
. SIS 2 K 9 
» — 4 4 80 S 
oe 94 — — 2 * = 


n 
— 


— —— 


- K * * — : 
„ DD goo Rae ir th Crs A 
N + 3 — Ru — 4 — " 1 


— 
38 * 
* 82. 
at 
— 
—— 


—— 


wi 2 


3 „ 

3 oY — 
aw — —— 
— — oo > 


—_ 
2 
— 
—— — 
— — 2 


— 
— ops — — — 2 


— 
— 


4 = 
— — 
PT Mae Lond 


dey ov — 
— — — 
r an a LE. = 


F 1” 
fy untrue. In one part of his ſpeech he 
Had, that I was ſent by Colonel Hannay to 
|  Gorackpore, for the expreſs purpoſe of putting 
Mluſtapha Cawn to death. This is what 1 
_ underſtood him to have aid ; and other gen- 
tlemen in the Fer e bim in me =. 
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| | ſame ſenſe, | FAD Ws 1b 5 1 5 
1. 3 is very far from my with to caſt any 
my eech on the character or veracity of Mr. 
i * Francis, but I muſt, in my own indication, | 
mh . tell the public, that there is not one ſyllable to 
— be found, in all the documents in his poſſeſ- 
1795 Eon, which can warrant the aſſertion —ſo far 
from! it, that he cannot read my affidavit, which 
was made eight years ago (when I. had no fore- 
thought of . has due happened) without 
knowing that my going to Gorackpore was an 
act of neceſſity, forced on me by the unex- 
pected mutiny of the troops. It is a well- 
known fact, to many gentlemen who were in 
| the Nabob's country at that time, that Colonel 
Hannay and myſelf were on very bad terms; 
it was, therefore, very unlikely, that he would 
have ſelected me for the execution of his pri- 
vate purpoſes, | %% ĩð by = 


I ũmuſt 


1 muſt confeſs, that it would give me great 


ſatisfaction, if Mr. Francis would publicly 
avow his reaſons for thinking that I was ap- 


| pointed or ſent to the fort of Gorackpore, for 
the expreſs purpoſe of executing Muſtapha 
Cawn. If he does not clear up that point, ; Jp 
ſhall always conſider it as a very great injury 
Sand 1 do think it his duty to e pub- 
licly and clearly, his grounds for the aſſer- 
tion he made—lt is a debt he owes both to him- 
ſelf and me: if he does not do it, the public 
will, of courſe, believe him to have made a 
- groundleſs concluſion ; and - I ſhall for ever 
conſider it as a malicious calumny. Mr. Fran- 
cis's ſpeech was very long 
in great heat of paſſion, 454 it concluded with 
declaring me a murderer, and expreſſing a hope 
that I ſhould be hanged. It were needleſs to 
_ enumerate all the offenſive parts; it is ſuf- 
ficient to ſay, that it produced all the effects 
Mr. Francis wanted. The petition was reject- 
ed, and Mr. Pitt freely acknowledged, that 
though he was, at firſt ſight, inclined to receive 
| the petition, he had changed his mind fince he 


came to the Houſe. Probably Mr. Francis's 


violence was the cauſe of the alteration in 


Mr. Pitt's ſentiments. 
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| Hers! Mr. Pane left the: buſineſs : F bk 
upon a preſſing application from me, he con- 
ſented, in the courſe of the following day, to 
bring the matter forward again, in fore ſhape 
or other, 


| Mr. Francis accordingly gave notice to the 
Houſe of his intended motion, which he 
brought forward on Monday, the 15th_of 
March. In his opening ſpeech of that day, 
he Was leſs abuſive than on the preceding, 
though, even then, he ſaid very unjuſtifiable 
things, but they were principally repetitions of 
| What he faid the day the petition was rejected. 
Among other unaccountable aſſertions was this 
hat the Nabob of Oude was a mere cypher 
„ and a tool in the hands of the Engliſh— He 
„ 4 compared him to the Nabob Mobareik ul Dow- 
i . flah, who has not even the ſhadow of inde- 
# 1 EZ | pendence: yet this ſame Mr. Francis, who now 
1 | finds it convenient to deny the Nabob's crimi- 
nal juriſdiction, was formerly a member of the 
|||, Supreme Council of Fort William, and actu- 
5 | q | ally ſigned a letter, telling Colonel Goddard, 
[ 4 | . that the Nabob was the F of Juſtice 
in bis own Dominion, and that the Supreme 
| Council had nothing to do with Courts 
Mar- | 
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cypher. 


cern with it. 


5 


Martial, es by the Nabob and held over 
his own ſubjedts, 


I would with the reader here to pauſe for a 
minute, and reflect on the miſerable ſituation to 
which officers ſervirig in that country are re- 
duced, when their duct! is to be tried by ſuch 1 
variable and fluctuating rules. . | 


* 
| 


In Calcutta, when Mr. F rancis was one of i 
the ſupreme rulers over all the Company's eſta- 
bliſhments in. India, he declared the Nabob was 
=: fountain of juſtice 3 in his own country; ; and 
now he tells the ſenate, that the Nabob' was a 
1f the Nabob is a cypher, why did 
the Supreme Council tell their inferiors that he : 
| was the fountain of juſtice, and thereby entrap 
them into an obedience of orders, for which, 
afterwards, they are to be puniſhed with death ? 
| T ſhould. have thought it hard, to have heard 
any one member a Parliament declare, that 
the Nabob was a cypher, and ought not to be 
obeyed ; but it comes with an infinitely worſe 
grace from Mr. Francis, who ſigned the letter 
winch announced to the troops, that the Na- 
bob was the fountain of juſtice in his-own coun- 
try, and that the Supreme Council had no con- 
Upon this conduct I ſhall make 
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r 


J D 4 * . Cid 4 TOY a ;n 4 it 
Son E125 200 Wane HR no ON ene rt ern IA EDS op EI 4 
— .. WI} 41 NS Fey, = * . n 


. — ALT a4 : E A IR EO 7 I SON 


— 


rt » 


— PPP 


* . > tos ogg ne wen Fog 4 * , , 
COINS E . = - A 4 ——_ 4 _ 8 r : s 1 
1 — © ings RG ge vhs tiene — — E . — * —— 
8 ns = — 1 A — r - 1 r — 
—— — Cn” ages. — — <-> 
* — — — — jp p > — ” . * — 


aft nr Ei _ — 2 * 
— 4 . 3 lbD) r 
= _ - 


— kevin. — — 
8 IT I0 , 2 — 4 
. wt K * * 

— 8 . 3 


— — —ꝑ2a— 
> 0 2 "I 


N 


2 7 34 3 


no | remark, farther than to . ins Rider, 
| that the doctrine delivered by Mr. Francis | in 1 
* ſenate, ſtruck at my life. 
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"I "the letter written by the Supreme Council was 
Il diftated by truth, and the doctrine ſet up of - 
late by Mr. Francis, is irreconcileable with | 
WM «5 uſage, cuſtom, and precedents. The Compa- 
11 ny's records will ſhew that an attempt was 
1 [i made by Mr. Briſtow, to interfere with the Na- 
uf (| e criminal juriſdiction, near two years after 

| . the execution of Muſtapha Cawn. Neither the 
| Nabob nor his miniſters would liſten to propo- 
. fals 0 of any kind upon that ſubject, and he now, 
as. he ever has done, holds his authority, in 
We! ys criminal caſes, as independently and uninter- 
p 955 ruptedly as any ſovereign in Indoſtan. Mr. 
111 || Francis told the Houſe OR the Purwannah Was 
„ not to be found in the India-Houſe— zit is im- 
r poſſible bur he muſt have known that it was a 
mere mockery to inquire for the Purwannah at | 
1 os India-Houſe; the clerks muſt have laughed 
cc him, if he really made ſuch an inquiry. 1 


1 


f 4 

1 jt ly. I! FS. 

Win) | would alk him here, if he ever knew one in- 1 
| V 


— * - <3 
— ge 
Po a BRIE Cari. re 4. 
— 


— + IVE IS 

e 
A o N 

— 1243 

. 1 5; 


- — — 


1 


— 
— — — 
wv rags — — 4 
pron opera 


PP 


1 


ſtance of a Purwannah of the Nabob of Oude, 
606 1 for the execution of one of his own ſubjects, 
. being ſent to the preſidency at. Calcutta ? I 


Tx 


muſt again put. the reader in mind, that Mr. 
Francis, by faying chat the Purwannah was not 

to be found at the India-Houſe, led many peo- 
| ple i into a belief that no ſuch Purwannah could 


have been granted by the Nabob; for, fays Mr. | 


Francis, e. Williams cannot produce it, nor 


can it be found at the India-Houſe; conſequent- 


I the preſumption is, that no ſuch warrant or 
Purwannah ever exiſted : this inſinuation, | or 1 


may call it, unfair concluſion, ſtruck at my 
life. Were I to go throu gh the whole of Mr. 
Francis's ſpeeches, as they appear in the papers, 
there would be no end to the animadverſions * 
might make; 3 but che three points I have men- 
5 Cr have made an impreſſion on my mind, 
which can never be eraſed; and F hope the rea- 


der will forgive 1 me if I repeat them a again. 


, He told the ſenate chat was selected for 
the purpoſe of committin g a murder, at which 
4 black man, who had 15 99075 cighteen pre 5 


* 
* 


Lg ſhuddered and revolted. 


Secondly, He ſaid the Nabob was a eypher, 


and could not grant ſuch a Purwannah, not- 
withſtanding hs had bimſelf declared to the 
army, that the N abob was the fountain of juſ- 
tice. by 
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ſenate into a belief, 
could not be produced by myſelf, nor found at 
the India-Houſe, no ſuch warrant exiſted, or 
had been ER. e 


36 F 
And, Thirdly, FI led, or tried to lead, the 
that as the Purwannah 


Had the Houſe been led away by theſe aſſer- 
tions, and had a jury been guided by ſuch 
proofs, I had fallen a victim to falſe evidence; 


for I bid defiance to all mankind to eſtabliſh the 
: truth of the three points 1 have Nee, as 
coming from Mr. Francis. , 


- Ain 8 other an made. by Mr. Francis 5 


to miſlead the Houſe, was this: He ſaid, his 
lone g reſidence in India had made him acquaint- L 
ed with India matters in general, and among 


the reſt with the conduct of Captain Williams 


: in particular, in the preſent inſtance. In this 


aſſertion he was guilty of an anachroniſm; for 


Mr. Francis had left India ſome time before * 


was even appointed to the command of my bat- 


talion in Gorackpore, and nine or ten months 


before the execution of Muſtapha Cawn. He 


N therefore could know nothing more of the tranſ- 
action than what he collected from the affidavits 


and other documents, open to the reading of 
every member "Of the Houle Commons, as If | 
as 


Pe rt 37 J 


as ;of himſelf. I cannot help locking upon this 


as a very unjuſtifiable aſſertion of Mr. Francis; 


for the drift of it was, to obtain a degree of ere- 
dit to which he was not entitled, and which 


| was to Corel been em mployed to my ruin. 


This ln has often boaſted of his ſupe- 


rior knowledge of India buſineſs. He maintains 
that his fraation gave him means of information 
which were unattainable to others of inferior 


rank. In all matters that came immediately 


before the board for diſcuſſion, he certainly had 
a greater degree of knowledge, but with reſpect | 


to a general a of the politics and in- 


Eg wells of the country, no man poſſeſſes leſs. 
He had no local knowledge whatever; I have 


heard of his going a few miles up the country, 
and nothing more. Any perſon ſitting in his 
4 cloſet i in he city of London, may ina 990 hours 
0 acquire all the oriental geography of Mr. Fran- tl 
cis; he knows nothing of the language; he i 
has read none of their killorles but through the | 
medium of a tranſlation, and ſuch as are com- 
mon to every Engliſh reader in this country. 
In ſhort, if he has any extraordinary knowledge, 
none but himſelf can tell how he obtained it. 
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Mr. Francis laboured to make i it appear, that 


Muſtapha Cawn was a Rajah of great eminence, 


and that he was taken priſoner about the 5th of 


September 1781. For the truth of this he ap- 
pealed to the affidavits. Now the fact is, that 
Muſtapha Cawn was, in the beginning of the 
ſame year, delivered over to me, wer 3 
of death, by Major Lumſdaine, whom I relie- 
ved. Neither! is there one word 1 in the affidavits 
which can juſtify Mr. F rancis's aſſertion. It 
muſt appear very ſtrange to every attentive re- 
der, when he compares the great errors, into 
which Mr. Francis 8 to lead the 
Houſe, with. his boaſted knowledge of India 
| matters. in general, and of my caſe in particu- : 


: lr. 


The . 1 am now going to make | 
is matter of ſurmiſe, and not of poſitive know- 


led ge, but I take the caſe to be this—Mr. 
Francis probably drew the articles of which 1 
5 complain, and therefore found it neceſſaty to 
ſupport the validity of it at the expence of my 


character, or even of my life. There is in the 
ſaid article a concluſion, which the affidavit ; 
from which i it is drawn will not in the ſmalleſt 


: degree warrant. Its there ſaid, that Munawar 


Khan was ſhocked at the order of Colonel Han- 
1 5 nay 


/ 


-\ 39 \ ] 


| nay for che execution of Muſtapha Cawn, and 
that he ſhewed the ſaid order to that very officer 
who had before cut off the heads of eighteen 
men, and that the latter, though apparently of 
a ſavage and bloody diſpoſition, did recoil from 

; the execution of the faid order, and declared, 
that he would write to Colonel Hannay aur 
- a8 the order was not directed to him. There 
is not a tittle in any one of the affidavits which 
intimates any thing of the kind. —The delay 
was founded on the miſnomer, and on that 
only and yet the article inſinuates, that what 

ſo ſavage and bloody-minded a man as Alaud 

Sing could not execute, I could. Never was. 

| —_ a more cruel attack made upon a charac, 
ter than was made upon mihe, by the perſon 4 

_ who penned this article. It is true, the articles 
have the ſanction of the Houſe of Commons, 
but it Was left to the cem mittee to frame 
| them, in which. Mr. Francis, no doubt, had 


a large ſhare. But I have the authority of Mr. 


" Burke for imputing every thing to him; moſt 
people muſt remember Mr. Burke's declaration 
to that effect, when he unſucceſsfully urged the 5 
Houſe t to add Mr. Francis to the liſt of mana- 

. gers—I tay unſucceſsfully, becauſe the Houſe 
1 did not think him a proper perſon for to con- 
be dud any part of the impeachment. 
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n 1 take TOE: of Mr. Francis, it is neceſ. 
3 "tip for me to obſerve upon the uncandid man- 
ner in which he ſtated my evidence, given be- 
i fore the Houſe of Commons, on a former occa- 
| fion. He endeavoured to ſhow a contradiftion 
between that and an expreſſion in the petition, | 
|! In the former 1 ſaid, that IT did not confi ider my- 
> felf i in the ſervice of any Prince whatever. And 
in the latter I ſaid, that I w appointed io the | 
c command of a baitalion in the ſervice of the Na- ” 
| bob of Oude, &c. Sc. under the immediate com- 5 
mand 97 Col. Hannay 3 that after the time of your i 7 
petitioner's being in the Nabob's ſervice, there = 
broke out various inſurretiions, &c. Poſſibly 
there may be a ſmall contradiction in words, 
| but not the leaſt in the ſenſe ; 1 for in my exa- 
mination, and in the petition, I declared that! 
was in the company's ſervice, and thit I was 
: appointed by the Board to the command "IP 
| battalion in the Nabob's ſervice, | ſubject to re- 
cal whenever they ſhould think proper. I con- 
| ſidered myſelf, therefore, as a ſervant of the 
Company, though lent to another Prince, juſt 
as the Heſſians are in the ſervice of their own 
Prince, though they are, in fact, employed in 
the ſervice of Great-Britain. I was in the ſer- 
vice of the Company, but the company lent me 
to the Nabob, and I conſequently was, as long 
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as the company ſuffered me to remain; a teinpo- 
rary ſervant of the Nabob's. When I faid in 
my examination, that I did not confider myſelf 
in the. ſervice of any Prince, I underſtood the 
queſtion to be—Whether I was a Nabob's offi- . 5 
cer, or the Company's, for the Nabobs of Oude 
- and of Arcot have Engliſh officers, over whom 

the Company have no 3 as Mr. Francis 

well knows. In that ſenſe, I ſaid I was not in 
the ſervice of any Prince. When I uſed the 
words in the petition, after the time of my being 
in the Nabod's ſervice, I meant after the time of 
my becoming his lent and N ſervant. 99, 


at ſhall now 9 notice b the Aockrine, 


i which; according to the newſpapers, Gene- 


ral Burgoyne delivered in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Ile ſaid, that he conſidered the execu- 
tion of Muſtapha Cawn as an atrocious murder 
and as a confirmation of his opinion, he quoted 
from his own pamphlet this obſervation; That 
to ſerve at the expence of health, Ie, and for- 
tune, was 10 be a ſoldier, and to ſerve at the *tx- 
fence of . honour, was to be a ſlave. He ſaid a 
great deal about humanity, which certainly | 
came with a very ill grace from a man who in 
che late war employed a body of the moſt cruel 
and d blogd-ghieſty: Lace 7 It is true, the Ge- 
ä netal 
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ang: gave very. proper — 8 juſtifiable ads to 


che artny he thus procured ; but as Mr. Burke 


very jolly faid, he light! as well have iſſued 


his orders to the beaſts of the foreſt. For my 
own part, I do conſider the General as much 


reſponfible to God and Man for all the murders 


committed by ſavages, as any man would 


. purpoſely let 


— 


oderkbe Gods of aan) 


looſe in a ſtreet full of women and children, 


It required no great ſhare of prudence or ſaga- 


city to: foreſee, that a body of ſavages would 
never ſubmit to military orders and Mifoiphine. 


Aecordingly/e find they committed many 
atrocious acts of violence, and one murder in 


particu 


which was, pardoned by 'General Burgoyne, be- 

cauſe the Puniſhment thereof would probably 
have, cauſed a deſertion of this army of but- 
chers. One would have thought, that a recol- 
lection of What paſſed in America, might have 


prevented the General from charging me with 

4 inhumanity. If ever there was a 3 wherein 
che putting of a Priſoner to death could be juſ- 
tied, it is this of mine. 


Independently of the 
Nabob 's ſentenee, it was eſſential to the ſafety 


of Myſelf and the detachment under my 9 
mand. Had 1 hadino. —— from the ſove- | 


1 


7 
* S ual vs 1 


reign 


lar, attended with uncommon circum- 
| ſtances of horror, I mean that of Miſs Macrae, 


fe 7 


31 


reign of tHe) country, I ſhould: have been tempt. 
ed to have tried Muſtapha Cawn by a Court 
Martial, for che murder he committed on one 
of the guards ſet; over him. I do, in terms the 
moſt poſitive and unequivocal, deny that iu 
* 1 did, i Arved at the 8 a a e 
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a 18 dine: ede, let uh the 
affidavits from which: the General, Mr. Burke, 
and Mr. Francis drew all their information, are 
full of nothing elſe but accounts of een He 

tumults, and rebellions in that country, yet. 
they all argue the legality and illegality of the 

tranſaction, upon the fame: principles. as a hw | "| 
yer would do when ſpeaking of a homicide com- 9 
mitted in England, by 2 _ IE me i 
moſt based ee 1 
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e in wk not Mb leaſt notice. | 
of the hoſtile ſtate of the country, nor of the | | | 
danger attending the reſcue of the priſoner. — | | 

That Me: Burke, WhO has never ſeen any mili- | | 
tary fervice, or that Mr. Francis, who, though, il 
one of the Supreme Council at Fort William, Wl 
was never but once ont of Caleutta, and then 
only to a very ſhort diſtance that men, ſuch as 
theſe, ſhould perceive no difference between a 14 
n of war and peses, ie not ar Al 10 be won 1 
1 dered \ 


i t a bl 
dered at; bnt when we hear General Burgoyne 


arguing” "againſt the rectitude of executin =; a no- 
torious robber, in time of actual war, and at 


| - the very moment when his banditti were about 


of 


do attempt his reſcue, it is impoffible to ſtifle 
our ſurpriſe and indignation. It is true, the = 
General did not ſpeak more than once, but the 
doctrine he delivered that day was ſufficient to 
ruin an army, by deſtroying obedience altoge- 
ther. Can the General ſay, that all his acts i 9 
America were reconcileable to the laws of hu- 
| manity, to the municipal laws of this country, 
or of any other; nay more, can he reconcile 2 
= them to the law of arms, and the law of na- 
tions? The General well knows, that the law 
of arms and the laws of the land are very dif- 
ferent, and that many things are-neceffarily and 
- unavoidably done in the time of war, that 


neither are, or I Sho nel to bd done in time ho 5 


peace, 


t 


3 I FO my POP ON on hs General's b 


doctrine, I would aſk him, in the ſituation ] 
: then was, what I ought to have done? The pri- 


ſoner was delivered over to me as under ſentence 


of death—whether with or without trial, I know 
not. I was ordered to carry the ſentence into 


execution, and was told by wy commanding 
of- 


* * 4 


b. 4 1 
officer, that if 1 ſuffered him to eſcape or io bo 


reſcued, we could not keep our footing in Beh- 


raitch; I knew alſo, that I could not afford an 


eſeort ſufficient to ſecure him during our march 
Add to this, my own de- 


to join the Colonel. 
tachment was in a very mutinous ſtate, and the 


| apprehenſion they were in of being attacked by 
Muſtapha Cawn's banditti, cogether with the 


temptations held out by hiufolf; were ſufficient - 
to drive them from a ſtate of doubtful obedience 


to abſolute and decided revolt. In this ſituation 
I ſtood, and I appeal to every military man, 
| who has ever ſeen ſervice, nay to every man 
of common underſtanding in the kingdom, 


Whether 1 could have af otherwiſe than 1 


The e e * exec ution ol 
Muſtapha Cawn to the maſſacre. of the Hu- 


7 


3: 


guenots, and quoted an anecdote from ſame. 5 


French writer, w 


that Viſcount Dal being ordered by the King to 


which was to this purport— 


3 


have the Huguenots murdered, wrote back, 


that he had nothing but brave ſoldiers, and 


that there was not an executioner among them. 
He related another ſtory, which was, that even 

a hangman by profeſſion would not put the 

i Hagan to death; * informed the Court 
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thithocapaity aff and that he worked only 


according to law and juſtice. The intention of 


theſe aneedetes was to inſinuate, that I had 
more of the Ann in ma. n a common exe 
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In 1 to 1 0 [Se | ſuch like . 


I dae the preſent opportunity to tell the Gene- 
ral, and all the world, that I am noc aſſaſſin nor 
executioner; that I was not the judge who con- 
demned, nor the executioner who. beheaded, 
Muſtapha Cawn. I iſſued che orders which 1 
> TECELV ed, and which, under the then circum- . 
ſtances, I durſt not diſobey. J muſt farther 
tell the General again, that ſuch anecdotes 
come with a worſe grace from him than from 5 
any man this day exiſting the man who em- 
Ploy ed the ſavages of Mes. is anſwerable to 
:N od and man for * 8255 Wand W eh, | 


0 * Colixich ane 4 gave e opinion FRE 
confirrnation of the General's, but it muſt be 

f remembered that he was called upon by the Ge- 
neral in language too flatterin g for human va- 
nity} to reſiſt; but whether he Colonel's ſenti- 
ments were the reſult of cool and: deliberate fe-" 
"ini: or af n. far che fulſome com- 


plments 


t 4 4 


pliments he had received, it ſignifies very Anits, 


His ſentiments as he delivered them were ſuffi- 
cient to cut up military diſcipline by the roots. 


It is however neceſſary to remind the Colonel, 
that though the miniſtry may confer rank, they 
cannot douler experience; and that ſuperſeſſion 
of command is not the ſuperſeſſion of know- 
ledge. He ought alſo to remember, that it has 
been his fortune to learn/the art ef "chitin: 
ing without ſubmitting to the painful though 


i. wee leſſons of obedience. | 


-F am now going to make notice 0 the NTT? 
of Mr. Burke in this buſineſs, —This gentle- 


man was not preſent the day of preſenting my 


| petition to the Houſe of Commons. The at 
part which he oſtenſibly t „was at the houſe 
of Mr. Francis, when in company with ſome 


friends J called at that place. He there con- 


tended ſtretuoufly for the irreſponfibility of 
members, for the ſpeeches they make in Parlia- 
ment. It has often occurred to me, though 
whether my ſuſpicion 3 is well or ill founded, I 
cannot fay, that Mr. Burke has entertained * 


ſtrong reſentment towards me on account of 
8 fine converſation that paſſed between us about 


three years ago, in the lobby of the Houſe of 
Commons. The ſubſtance of our converſation 
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Was chis ag had been detained, for. FOE time 
in town by a ſummons from the Houſe of Com- 


mons; when ſeeing Mr. Burke in the lobby, 
I addreſſed him, Wich a requeſt to know when 


by ſhould be examined, telling him' of the neceſ- 
ſity 1 was under of going into the country. 
e aſked my, name, and apologized for the de- 
= lay. He then inquired of my ſtay in India, of | 
E my knowledge of Oude and the Begums coun-⸗ 
| try. I told him I had been there for ſome time. 
He replied, was the very perſon they wanted. 
He aſked if I knew any thing of the Begums, 
Ianſwered that I did, and that they had given | 
me much trouble during my command in their 
He then, in a very rude and 
inſulting manner, ſaid, that the Begums had 
| ſerved us right if they had cut all our throats. 
Ihe: unprovoked rudeneſs of this remark, 
urged me to tell him, that I was not conſcious 


neighbourhood. 


of having deſerved ſuch treatment and that 


many people in this country deſerved to have their 
tproats cut much more than myſelf. This con- 
verſation became public, arid was mentioned, 
to the great mortiſication of Mr. Burke, in the 


Houſe = Commons a few days afterwards. I 
have often ſuſpected, that the ſeverity of the ro- 


os marks. upon me in the article I have already _ 


quoted, Was hei ed, #1 not Frogger by 
Mr; 


5 


Mr. Burke 8 recollection of the above circum- 
| Nance; or it might have been done with a view 


of depriving Mr. Haſtings of the benefit of " 
| teſtimony. | 


1 0 1 


\ 


It is impoſſible for me to aſcertain the true 
cauſe of my having been treated ſo cruelly by 


the committee who drew up the articles of im- 


peachment; ; but this I may ſafely affirm, that 
they did me a great injuſtice. I am extremely 


happy t6 find the Solicitor General of the fame 
opinion with myſelf upon this point. He, i . 


ſpirited manner, that did equal honour to his 


head and heart, told the Houſe of, Commons, 


that the conimittee had no right to ſay, i in their 
articles, that I was guilty of an atrocious mur- 
der, unleſs I had been convicted in {ome court 


of juſtice, or unleſs they had reſolved to E 


cute me for that offerice. 


Mr. Bur ke 1 that the articles ſtate, that 
Captain David Williams, or ſome other officer 


(probably Captain Gordon,) obeyed the order . 


lor execution; and that their reaſon for not . 
proſecuting, was their uncertainty as to the 
real * But did they ever take any pains 
to find out who was the officer that executed 
the order? No! they did not; for had they 
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ſtudied the affidavits, and compared dates, they 
would ſoon have diſcovered, that it could not 
have been any other perſon than myſelf. 


e ] 


Mr. Burke alſo ſays, that the reaſon why 


they overlooked me was, that I was one among 

many myriads of a ſyſtem of peculation. which 

originated with Mr. Haſtings; ; and that it was 
natural to expect, that the ariny of little ver- 
min would have ſkulked in holes and corners, 
atisfied with impunity from the arm of public 
vengeance, which had for! its object the Captain- 
General of Iniquity. Mr. Burke is at preſent a] 
member of Parliament, which, in his opinion, 
gives him a privilege to abuſe whatever charac- 
er he pleaſes ;—charaQters which I thus pub- 
| licly tell him, whether private or. public, are 

fairer and better than his own. 1 will tell him 
farther, that a man of honour will not abuſe, 4 
where abuſe cannot be returned, and that a man 
of ſpirit will not ſhelter himſelf under the privi- 
| lege of Parliament; and I go ſtill farther, and 
* mus that the man who wants honour and ſpirit, 

1 in geaeral wants truth. 


Nr. Burke was extremely ſevere, when the 
word animal was applied by Major Scott to Mut- 


tapha Cawn, yet he makes no ſcruple to .call the 
52 hs Com- 


* | OT 0G 


Company” s Officers a race of vermin. 
aſk, Who is this Mr. Burke? and what right 


and maintains them. 


N x . 51 ] | , | 


has he to caſt ſuch contemptuous reflettions 


upon gentlemen, who are in every reſpect his £0 


equals, and in many things his ſuperiors. 


There is ſcarcely a man who ever ſerved the 


Company 3 in India, who is not Mr, Burke's ſu- 
perior in the firſt and molt eſſential quality of a 
good ſubject. Were I to contraſt the conduct 
of the Company 8 Officers i in the field, with Mr. 
Burke i in the Senate; it would readily be ſeen 
to whom the term vermin were more . 
I and juſtly applicable. "The nature and quality of 
vermin is to undermine and deſtroy; not to 
= ſupport and repair that building which ſhelters 
The Company's Officers, 
at the hazard of their lives, defended and pre- 
ſerved India to this country. Mr. Burke's doc- 
trines in the Senate drove America to rebellion, 
and Ireland to independence. The general tenor 


of his public conduct has been inimical to the 


peace and. proſperity of Great Britain; I have 
often heard him called, and I believe with mich : 


PERPOIRY. the Belial of SELLING; 


s 


1 feel, whilſt 15 am fading of that man, a 
| aa” of indignation, which, if it were not 
low- 


H 2 


1 here 


W br 
5 0 
* 


R IE 


* r 
2 


TY. 


S HS om 5 om WA, me N 
* 24 — — * by - —- - _— 


. 
ORD. — * 3 
n 2 — 
. 2s. AAA. = 5... 3 
— 
An, 


2 — - % - 
— . ns 
ce Uterine —— 2 IIS 
_ v * = FIRED ſl * 1 4, . : ” 
: by l & 2 * 


rr 


„ — 1 8 
** FFF ³·A hes at <p gp gn ra Ng xo 
— Rt gs — — pt cds 2 


* 
GD A A ER 
— rp CR 


—— 2 


e 


— 


— na 94 


. 


— 


— ̃ y—r=_— ag 
3 —v— ——ů Ac 
, f 8 9 


u— OHA yn 


— — 
A 


i thine by the hearty contempt in which 1 hold 


HS 


his perſon and conduct, would carry me beyond 
75 the line of decency. 


Mr. Burke, in 138 eech on Monday f ſen⸗ 


night, repreſented my avowal of the part I took 


1 "reſpet to Muſtapha Cawn, as a matter of 


much criminality. He faid that I bearded them: 


I do not know what he means by bearding them, 
_ unleſs he alludes to my, calling upon Mr. Fran- 
eis to bring forward the charge againſt me. If 
this be his meaning, it is certainly right; I did | 
| defy them to prove me guilty of any crime. 
. conſcience bears me teſtimony, that I did 
my duty; and my reaſon tells me, that had 1 
ſpared the life of a murderer and a robber, 1 
had facrificed the lives of we and Jed] de- | 


tachment. 


4 will not defend myſelf by recriminating upon 5 


Mr. Burke; but I may with ſafety venture to 
tell him, that the robber who deprives me of my 


purſe; the aſſaſſin who. deprives me of my 
life, does me infinitely leſs injury than the mer- 
cileſs tyrant, who wantonly and wickedly robs 


me of my reputation. 


3 1 7 


* 4 


1 59 1 
M²r. Burke ſaid at Mr. Pen houſe, * 
he had in the courſe of the impeachment ac- 


cuſed ſome hundreds. It 1s very well known 
that he did ſo; but he ſhould remember, that 
the laws of this country, t though they may ſleep 
a-while, are not dead. There may be a day 
of retribution : it may become a matter of 
very. ſerious inquiry, whether an adyocate in a. 
Court of Juſtice has a right, in the proſecution | 
of one man, to ruin the character, and to de- 
ſtroy the happineſs of thouſands. If the law 
will permit ſuch | injuries to paſs unpuniſhed, 
the ſubjects of this kingdom hold the beſt and 


moſt valuable part of cheir property by: a 9 
Precarious tenure. 


But let Mr. Bucks. judge Gods his own 


| feelings—from what he felt when he concei- 
vyed a in was once. caſt upon himſelf— 
„ what others muſt feel in a ſituation infinite- 

ly more affecting. If he himſelf could not bear 
the charge of inaccuracy, inattention, or medi- 

tated 8 how am I to bear the imputa- 


tion of ſo horrid a crime as murder? The 


imputation is ſo heavy, that I would ſooner part 
2 with my life than be under it. There certain» 


were very g great authorities who thought me 


Fproderk in 3 che Houſe of Com- 


mon 8 
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mons for redreſs, and in urging Mr. Francis to | 
bring the matter into diſcuſſion a ſecond time. 
Though I have the greateſt reſpect for the au- 
| thorities 1 allude to, yet I am ſatisfied in my 
own mind, that I acted with propriety. Con- 

vinced of the legality of the proceedings, ac- 
cCording to the laws of the country where I 
ſervel—-eonvinced of the abſolute neceſſity ' 
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acting in the manner I did convinced, alſo, 
of che purity of my intentions, 1 n an 
| _ A 


1 defied ib malice of my enemies, „ notwith- 'W- 
1 ſtanding 1 foreſaw that every infidious attempt 
would bh made to effect my ruin. Among other 


publication was to confound the judgement « of 
the readers, and miſlead them into che errone- 
ous 


BH artifices adopted by them, was this; an anony- a 
5 mous paper was handed about privately, and c 
Mm diſtributed among the members, on Wedneſ- t 
1 day, the 16th of March, the day on which it 1 
| Was generally expected the queſtion would = r 
B have been finally diſcuſſed. It was called aA t 
, Letter from One of the Commons of Great 1 
Britain,” ſuppoſed to have fallen from Re 
pocket of the writer by accident, and to have il d 
|| been picked up by accident, and printed, I b 
1 ſuppoſe, by accident. The intention S 


— 


"a 


f 1 1 4 


ous notion, FOR the laws of Great Rina: ars 


obſerved in the dominions of the Nabob of 


Oude, and that no man could be lawfully put 
to death in that country, without a trial by Judge 
and Jury. Whereas the real ſtate of the caſe 
is, that in all Mahommedan countries, when 
there is no diſavowal of facts, the Prince ex 
erciſes his own diſcretion with regard to the 
extent of puniſhment on ſtate delinquents. 
By the Mahommedan laws in general, and | 
by the laws of / Indoſtan 1 in particular, rebels i 
againſt the ſtate are always capitally puniſhed, 
anal; the Prince chuſes to exerciſe his pero- 
: gative of mercy. 


With- 


In the above-mentioned publication theres were 
many quotations | from Coke, Hawkins, and 
other lawyers, whoſe works were unknown 
to me, and whoſe names have never travel- 
ed beyond the boundary of Calcutta. Had 
my enemies acted with common honeſ- 
ty, or had they treated the queſtion accord- 
| ing to the rule of reaſon or common ſenſe, 9 
would have conſulted the laws of In- il 
doſtan, and have inquired whether the Na- 
bob had acted agreeably to the uſage and 
cuſtoms of the empire. Had they one 
chat Muſtapha Cann. had been put to death 
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without : a warrant from the Vier ; had they 
ſuſpected. any irregularity in the proceedings; 
they might have written to Lord Cornwallis 
on the ſubjedt.” His Lordſhip would ſoon have 
diſcovered whether Colonel Hannay or myſelf 
had forged the Nabob's name, or uſurped his 
authority: they might have known whether 
Muſtapha Cawn had | been a rebel in the manner 
I have deſcribed, or not :—in ſhort, they might 
have collected ſuch evidence as would have 
condemned me, if guilty ; ; or acquitted me, if 
Innocent. Had they ated in this manner, 
: they had behaved honourably; but inſtead N 
of doing this, they take the direct contrary; . they 
garble affidavits, and draw unwarrantable con- 
cliffons; ; they read my petition, and give credit 
mm to every word that they could poffibly torture 
and turn againſt me; they diſbelieved, or af- 
fected to dilbelieve, every word that tends to 
my exculpation for inſtance, the ſame affi- 
davit which firſt gave them information of 
| Muſtapha Cawn's death (nay, the only infor- 
mation they had; before 1 ſent them a copy 
of my petition) gave an account alſo of va- 
rious ie en and acts of hoſtility, com- 
mitted by the inhabitants of that country; 
yet, of this latter part of the affidavit my ene- 
mies took not the ſmalleſt notice; Their whole 


5 1, argu⸗ 


E 1 
arguments teſted upon the want of trial; and 
they infer that want from the particulars of the 

trial not being ſtated in the affidavit. No- 

I thing, however, could be more fallacious than 

their reaſoning upon this queſtion. - The man 
who made the affidavit knew as little about 
3 Muſtapha Cawn's trial as I did. The priſoner 
had been in confinement many months, and 
the garriſon had been relieved more than once 
dutin igethat period; conſequently the deponent 

Could not ſwear to facts he was unacquainted 

with. The fair inference was, that the priſo- 
| ner had been tried as far as is uſual with ſtate 
he criminals, whoſe guilt is perfectly eſtabliſhed. | 

The uſe of trials i is to aſcertain guilt, and pre- 
vent the ſuffering of innocence ; but where a 
man has led predatory armies for years; has 

frequently defeated detachments ſent againſt 
him, and cut off ſeveral parties and em, 
à trial is a mere matter of form. 1 do not 
| pretend to fay, that any man ought to ſuffer 
without a fair trial; but this I know, that it 
| is the cuſtom of all Eaſtern Princes to execute 
 fummary juſtice upon ſtate delinquents, where 

the facts are not diſputed or diſavowed. My 
enemies, and Mr. Francis in particular, denied, 

not only the Nabob's power to grant a pur- 
Wannah, or warrant, to put a criminal to death, 
. 1 but 


= * TO 
” but lis having 8 ** one alſo. Fo certainly 25 


out of my power to prove that Col. Hannay 
had a purwannah, though I have not the leaſt 


7: mine. | 


Bus, — to . a of Mr. F ran- 


da in che execution; for inſtance, Col. Han- 
may ought to have kept one for his eventual 
=: Juſtification ;/ I ſhould have had one for mine; 
1 the Subahdar of the garriſon ſhould have had 


; ſpoke - more than once in the debate, always 


| pPened in England in time of profound peace. 


* ” 


doubt of it. But certainly prudence directed 
| him to keep the original for his own juſtification, 
in the ſame manner as I kept Wt: letters for 


1 cis, ſuppoſing the Nabob's right to grant 2 
5 death warrant, there ought to have beet” as 
many warrants as there were people concern- 


one for his; and laſtly, the executioner ſhould 
- ve had a fourth for his juſtification. Ne 
: cording to this there ſhould. have been four 
l original warrants, or perhaps more No; the 
cuſtom is the ſame in the military as in the 
civil; every man in public employ preſerves 
the order or warrant he received from the per- 
{ſons iramediately above him. Mr. Fox, who 


| cCeonſidered the caſe in the ſame point of view 
[| as he would have done, had the thing hap- 


wr 


ay has been faid, that a Britiſh officer ſhould 

not have been the executioner ; ; I deny hav- 
ing been the executioner. The Nibob's own. 
people, and the natives of the country, were 
the executioners. I gave currency to the or- 
ders of Colonel Hannay, as he did to the orders | 
of the Nabob; that is to ſay, the Nabob's | 
orders went in the uſual channel, till they ar- 
mived with the proper executioner. But it is 
here neceſſary to obſerve, that none but the 
- military could have carried the order into exe- 
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_ 
cution; nothing but a ſtrong military force | 
could keep the priſoner in Lafery from the 


attacks made by his adherents upon the guards: 


it would have required a ſtrouger detachment | 
chan that commanded by me, to have eſcorted 8 || 
. him to Lucknow. I dare ſay it was Col. 
; Hannay's intention to have ſent him priſoner Wl. 
' to Lucknow, and to have let the Nabob have | | 
E uſed his own pleaſure, either to pardon or tw {|| | 
4 execute, had it been practicable to have done : | 
: ſo. I cannot account for Muſtapha Cawn's f 
long impriſonment upon any other principle. il 
FM 1 give this as an opinion only, for I was not in il 
1 : Colonel nd $ confidence. 1 
* I have now gone through alt ai appears - WW 


Suey axceſfary to my own n and 
13 2. _ tall 


* 


caſe to the impartial judgemgnt 


of the ics begging them to remember, that 


thoſe who aceuſed me of murder, neyer thought 


it a caſe. deſerving their ſerious attention, till - 


they found it neceſſary to cony ict me of homi: 


eide, to ſave themſelves from the opprobrium 

. raſhneſs and precipitancy ; and in order to 
| gain more caſy credit, they exclaimed, chat 1 

7 bad confeſſed myſelf guilty « of murder. Never 
| was there a more falſe aflertion : 1 confeſſed that 


1 bad publiſhed the Nabob 8 orders to bis own 


troops, for the execution of a ſtate criminal; 
but I poſitively deny having committed murder, | 


or having acted with a murderops intention.— 


ue man who obeys the order, or executes the ; 
* ſentence of a Mahommedan magiſtrate, is no 
more guilty. of murder by the Mahommedan 
bl laws, than a ſheriff who executes the ſentence 
E : of a Judge i is LOC of murder by the laws « of | 


Fogg. 


- 


Tos me it appears very extraordinary, when 
1 conſider, that to prove a miſdemeanour againſt 4 
one man, they charge another with —— — * 
the former they proſecute, and the latter they 
| would have paſſed over unnoticed, if they 
could haye poided the Jpportuaity of the 7 
tition. fps 


1 ſhall 


Ithall now MORO my Narrative with a few 
obſervations, to the juſtice of which, I think all 
mankind will ſubſcribe. The firſt is, that 
though it were indecent to complain « of the in- 
juſtice of one part of the Legiſlature of this 
| kingdom, yet to fix a ſtigma on a character, 
without affording an opportunity to efface, to ac · 
| cuſe and condemn without a hearing or trial, is, 
and muſt be, wherever it falls, a Srievous a sand moſt 5 
fin 8 in jury. 5 


The next 5 that though it 1s generally, and 9 
2m ſome degree truly ſaid, that it was the Houſe | 
of Gontmans who voted me guilty of murder, bl 
in the Article they paſſed, yet that muſt be un- 
| derſtood i in the ſame ſenſe as when we ſay, that 
the act of the ſervant is the act of the maſter. 

. The Houſe repoſed a confidence in a certain 
number of their members, to draw up Articles 
of Impeachment. They executed their talk, in 
the doing of which they implicated me. The 
Article in which I am mentioned, was confented | 
to, or approved, without any debate upon it. 
Nor was the attention of the Houſe ever drawn 3 l 
to this preciſe point, till I preſented my petition, 1 
which was rejected upon the ground of lapſe o- i 
funs ; 5 that i is to lay, as I remained two « or three, 
_ . 
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x 

4 
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years without 2 being 1 had loſt 1 my ml or 
claim to redreſs. But when the queſtion came 


ou a ſecond time, in another ſhape, the Houſe 
determined that no inquiry ought to be made. 1 
hope, therefore, every one Who reads my Narra- 


tive, will conſider the difference between a vote 

_ paſſed after diſcuſſion and debate, and one paſſed 
without any debate at all. My cafe was not the 
principal object; it came in obiter, and colla- 


terally, and was therefore unnoticed by any one 


but myſelf, till it was brought forward by's * 


n writer in the Gaxetteer. 


1 think it is no ; dh ooteluline to fin chat 
28 the Houſe of Commons would neither grant 
.redreſs upon my petition, nor go into inquiry 
upon the motion of Mr. Francis; that as neither 
Mr. Francis, Mr. Burke, nor any one of my 


enemies, will take upon themſelves to become 5 
proſecutors, notwithſtanding I have left no 
means unattempted to urge them thereto; - jp 
think, after all theſe cited dance, it is no un- 
fair concluſion to ſay, that I ſtand virtually, if 


= - 


not Fee + 8 e by all age | 


3 


The laſt obſervation i 18,” that no man who is 
not t prepared and willing to make good his ac- | 
N cuſation 


1 


+ #1 


p evfation in public court, has a right to brauch it 
in gravayy Cmpany+ | 5 
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„ 3 now Pan's to fay, "Wy as 1 have ae | 
ceſsfully tried to bring the merits of my caſe ro 0 


a, legal deciſion, I muſt leave them to the can- 


_ dour and impartial Jaan: of a diſintereſted | 
| . a 
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P. * 1 have lacy. been informed by many 

. who mix much with the world, that 

the general opinion is, that no blame is (whate- 
ver was) imputed to me for the part J ated with 

3 reſpect to Muſtapha Cawn; but that my peti- 
5 tioning the Houſe of Commons, in the opinion 


B of many, very imprudent ; that I ran the riſk” 

5 of being tried for my life; and that had I re. 

mained ſilent, the whole buſineſs had been bu- 

3 ried in oblivion. N otwithſtanding the opinions 

, of the lawyers, and of the generality of the 

. people, may be againſt me, I ſtill remain in per- 
fect conviction 55 the propriety of the meaſure 
4 adopted. J am free, however, to admit, that 

5 it would have been better, had I petitioned at 

5 the time the Articles of Impeachment were 


o 1 nt” Ns voted. 
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voted. Perhaps, had I, known their contents 
reſpecting myſelf, I might have ſought redreſs 
at the time above mentioned but the fact was; 
dat the Articles were voted in the year 1787, 
and being in Wales, I knew nothing of them 
till the next year, when I was ſutnmoned to 
town by the Managers, to give evidence againſt 
Mr. Haſtings. The objection, in point of de- 
lay, would hire been almoſt as ſtrong againſt 
me then, as it was the other day. Beſides, till, 
the cloſe of the ſeſſion, in the year 1788, I was 
in daily expectation of being examined at the 
bar, when I certainly ſhould have complained 
to the Lords of the injuſtice done to me by the 
| Houſe of Commons. I was not at that time ſo 
verſed in the laws and conſtitution of this king- 
dom, as to know what ſteps I ought to take to 
obtain the redreſs I wanted. Many of my 
kriends alſo, about that time, perſuaded me to 
|| believe, that in the vaſt maſs of matter brought 
againſt Mr. Haſtings, the ſmall part concetning 0 
| myſelf would be overlooked. The. event, Aa ; 
ever, proved the fallacy of that opinion; for no 
© fooner was my name mentioned, as a perſon ca- 
pable of proving the rebellion of the Begums, 
than ſome anonymous party writer, in the Ga- 
retteer, informed the public that I ſtood charged; 
— by the Houſe of 8 with the hemous 


erime 


1 


., 


i 


crime of murder, Now I wiſh every man who 


reads this letter, before he decides upon the pru- 


dence or imprudence of my conduct, to aſk him- 
ſelf theſe. queſtions :—What would he do him- 
ſelf, were he publicly accuſed of murder !— 
Would he paſs it over without notice: Would 
be bare ſuch a ſtigma without trying to efface 
it? As many as would ſubmit to ſuch diſ- 
grace quietly and paſhvely, may condemn me; 
but of their good opinions I am not covetous. 
But all dels who think with me, that the 
charge was too heavy for innocence to ſupport, 
will next conſider what means I ought to have 
| adopted; that is— whether I was more likely to 
obtain redreſs by petitioning the Commons, or 
by proſecuting the Printer! * 


ment, whether true or falſe, with an intent to 


defame, is libellous and actionable; but ſuch a 


verdict would have done nothing W dif. 
proving the truth of the charge. brought againſt 
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With reſpect to the latter, the II are e di- 25 
vided. Some ſay that the vote of the Commons 
would have been a juſtification—whilſt others 
ſay it would not. But, for argument ſake, T 
will ſuppoſe that I had obtained a verdict ; the 
. verdict muſt have been obtained on one princi- 
ple only; namely, that to publiſh an indict- 


_—_ 
» 


ä — 


[ 66 T” 
me by the Houſe of Commons—it would rather : 
4 have confirmed] 8 1 


9 


Let us next conſider What I might reiiiiebly 
expect from the juſtice of the Buss, not what 
I have obtained. For in order to judge of the 
| propriety of a man's conduct, we muſt look at 
te ſtate of things in which they ſtood at the 
\ time of his engaging in the buſineſs. If the 
| Houſe of Commons int been led into an er- 
4] roneous declaration of opinion, or miſtaken 
vote, no reaſon can be given why it ſhould not 
1 be reſcinded at the diſtance of three; years, as 
well as at the diſtance of three days. I did not 
[ feel the inquiry ſo ſeverely till it was made 
1 public. The firſt year, as I faid before, it was 
unknown to myſelf, and it never was. noticed 
Mm by the public, till introduced by the Gazetteer, 
J Had I had the good fortune to have been exa- 
| | mined by the Managers, as T expected, and as 
they gave me reaſon to expect, nothing of this 

kind could have happened. 'T, ſhould have 
(| cleared up the whole matter in the fame public 
manner Ihave now done. 1 


e 


Before 2s 13 made 10 experiment, 9 could | 
have no reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Houſe of 
Commons would refuſe to inquire into that 


conduct 


T%: 


conduct which * had FO PTR 1 


leſs could I ſuppoſe that they would refuſe the 


inquiry, and ſtill continue the charge or accu- 

ſation. Could I ſuppoſe. it poſſible for any 

man to be placed in my preſent ſituation ? My | 
accuſers will not inquire into my conduct, nor 


| have they expunged the vote againſt me, Iam 
condemned without a hearing, by a body too 


powerful for me to contend with. If an indi- 


vidual had treated me as the Houſe of Com- = 


mons have done, the Courts of Law would com- 


bel him to follow up this charge, or to make 


me ſome atonement; 3 but the privilege of the 
Houſe is too Sreat, and too extenſive, for any 


ſubject to reſiſt; nothing therefore remains, 
but an appeal to the . The public are 
certainly a tribunal, before which the conduct 


of their eee is, and ought to be, 
brought up. 


The public will 1 whether 1 have been 


"ltd by their repreſentatives with ſtrict juſtice | 
or not. But there was another reaſon why IL =, 
was eager to bring the buſineſs before the Houſe. 


This Parliament is thought to be near its diſſo- 
lution, and ſuppoſing that event to happen be- 


fore the cloſe of Mr. eng 8 trial, how could 
K 2 I 1 
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The next Fetemebt dite ay, Wick great 


| propriety, you ſhould petition for redreſs thoſe 


who did the injury. There may be a diverſity 
of opinions as to the mode and time of ſeeking 


redreſs, but certainly no man of common feel- 


ings could have ſat down quietly under the im- 


putation of murder. For my own part, I muſt 

repeat what I ſaid before, that being conſcious 
ol no guilt, I knew no fear. T was told that 1 

had to contend with the greateſt abilities in this 


kingdom. 1 knew it well, but 1 was not, there- 
a 11255 intimidated, | + 


1 Wer that truth mt be eee: 4 5 


eng but it could not be extinguiſhed. 


knew that the cauſe of truth would in the a "i 
i prevail over that of calumny and falſhood, how- 
1 powerfully upheld and ſupported. I had 
every thing to gain by inveſtigation andi inquiry, 


and I could Te. nothing. "mar had I been cer- 
tain that the reſult wud prove fatal to my- 
elf, I would not have ſubmitted quietly to the 
imputation. I value my honour infinitely more 
than my life, and the man who robs me of one, 


would do me a real kindneſs to deprive me of 
e , * 


T7 69 as 
the other.” Bur, independent of a Nang, 


prudence and common foreſight would Have: 
urged me to make every poſſible attempt to 


efface the ſigma fixed on me by the Houſe E 
Commons. Every man whom I might have | 

a offended by accident, or whoſe N85 J might 
1 cafually fruſtrate or oppoſe, would have brought 
the ſtory up againſt me. It would then have 
been too late to ſeek redreſs, and my long ac 
0 quieſcence would have been conſtrued into a 


tacit acknowledgement, or confeſſion of guilt. 


Another prudential conſideration is, that it was 
evident from what appeared in the Gazetteer, | 
| that the Managers would object to my teſtimony | 
in favour of Mr. Haſtings, whenever I ſhould {| 
be called upon to give it at the bar, on the ground 


of my being implicated in the accuſation. 2 | 


do not ſay this as matter of certainty, but as 
matter of great probability. Suppoſing ſuch 
objection to have been made, and received, in 
what a ſhocking ſituation ſhould I then have 


ſtood . 


1 ſhall now aol with a requeſt, tha 
| thoſe who have cenſured my imprudence, in 


bringing this buſineſs before the Houſe. of Cond 


mons, will conſider the ill conſequences which 5 
muſt have attended filent ſubmiſſion to unde- 
ſerved 85 
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